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Letter from the Editor
The Faces of War
Few physical injuries are as devastating as trauma to the face. In the blink of an eye, the person is 
permanently disfigured. Unprotected by the helmet, the soldier’s face is vulnerable to such injuries. 
Battlefield facial wounds are often characterised by severe loss of facial structures including jaws 
and teeth. This extent of facial destruction is less common with civilian trauma, creating a challenge 
for oral and dental surgeons.
Most wounded faces are ghastly to look at and are complex puzzles which oral and dental surgeons 
have to solve quickly with lives hanging in the balance. The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have led to 
surgical advances in the treatment of facial wounds. Military oral and dental surgeons deployed to 
these combat zones have made key strides in treating disfiguring facial injuries suffered by soldiers 
and civilians. A review article on craniomaxillofacial battle injuries is published in this issue of SDJ.
We thank all who have submitted manuscripts to the SDJ as well as our editors and reviewers for 
their hard work. SDJ continues to receive more submissions that it could publish. We are committed 
to producing a high standard journal for our SDA members.
Dr. Tan Peng Hui
Editor-in-Chief
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